Students who are involved in the arts more
than three hours per week are four times more
likely to receive academic awards.

The arts reach students who might otherwise
slip through the cracks.

Students involved in the arts living in low
socioeconomic conditions have a 4% dropout
rate - 5 times less than their counterparts not
involved in the arts.

72% of business leaders say they are looking
for employees who are creative.

Employers and employees want to live in
vibrant arts communities.

Dear Friend,
You’ve seen the research results. The arts are a pillar to every quality community. It’s amazing to see it
up close.
Events, concerts, theatre, and classes held at the FOA help support local businesses and enliven
downtown. In addition, with the interest in upgrading the city's auditorium, the Forum Theater, more
people are downtown than ever before. So, local florists love FOA productions – their sales thrive on
opening-night-roses sent to performers! And restaurants and babysitters can’t wait for a popular FOA
event to boost their businesses.
Furthermore, arts experiences provide the most important avenue for students to reach academic
success in all genres. One FOA student, “Ruby”, was told she couldn’t sing in the choir at school, but
got the lead in a summer Young Artist Theatre production at the FOA and nailed it. And, approximately
90% of our graduating students receive scholarships and awards both in the arts and in academics..
There are so many stories at the FOA like this.
And it’s because of your support.
Thank you for understanding the value of the arts to the individual.
Imagine if the FOA's mission could reach many more people – encouraging artists and the arts in a way
that enabled amateurs and professionals of all colors and creeds and religions to work toward
strengthening each other economically, educationally, and culturally in the future. The FOA is
foundational to the arts and the well-being of Northeast Arkansas.
Will you please continue to support the Foundation of Arts this year in whatever way you can? Please
consider to a membership at the FOA to support the outreach programming for those who can’t afford
tuition or other costs. Our community deserves for the FOA to grow in quality and numbers of people
served. Check out the giving options at www.foajonesboro.org, mail a check, or give us a call at 93526726 during Box Office Hours (Tuesday through Friday, 10 am to 6 pm).
Blessings to you and your families this holiday season.
Kristi Pulliam, Executive DirectorThe Foundation of Arts

