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Forum Theatre Etiquette

Late arrivals must wait at the back of the house until a
scene change.

The videotaping or other video or audio recording of
this production is strictly prohibited.

Turn your cell phones OFF.

If you need to leave your seat, please wait for a scene
change if possible.

In case of an emergency, exits are located in the front
and back of the auditorium.

Restrooms are located on the mezzanine and in the
lobby.

If you’re not saving this playbill as a keepsake, please
give it to a staff member or leave it at the Box Office
after the performance.

Please be respectful of everyone’s choices as we’ve all
chosen to be here in community.

Thank you!

Our Performers
Appreciate Your Best!

If you’d like to go paperless—The FOA wants to help!

 Scan one of the QR codes in the lobby for a digital
version of the Playbill.



About Us

OUR 2025-2026 
THEATRE SEASON!

See you soon!See you soon!See you soon!
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Be on the lookout for season ticket packages!
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Introducing...

Find show dates, audition info, purchase 
tickets, and more by visiting our newly
 redesigned site! @foajonesboro.org



About Us

 Interested in presenting a show or event? Want to learn
more about how you can support our outreach? Let’s chat!

Contact stephanie@foajonesboro.org

OCTOBER FEBRUARY

OUTREACH

More than 
just theatre!

NOVEMBER

APRIL

YEAR-ROUND

APRIL MAY

LEARNING EXPRESSION THROUGH ARTS PROGRAMMING

EDUCATIONAL ENRICHMENT SERIES

PAY WHAT YOU CAN PERFORMANCES

TUITION ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

PUBLIC ART COMMISSION

AND MORE!



Kristi has a long career in Educational and Community
Theatre. She’s directed around 50 titles and been involved in
close to 70 productions over 30 years in theatre. She has had
the most fun working with hundreds of volunteers in 2
decades at the Foundation of Arts. Lately, Kristi started Ktizo
Coaching & Consulting, where she helps individuals and small
businesses create and implement their brightest purpose.

Kristi Pulliam, Director

Meet the Creative TeamMeet the Creative Team

Rebecca Orr, Costumer

Rebecca Orr has been a volunteer at the FOA for 15 years. She
has volunteered her time to different FOA committees and
costumed several shows including Les Misérables, Footloose, A
Funny Thing Happened on the Way to the Forum, West Side
Story, Chicago, Noises Off, and now The Foreigner. Rebecca’s
entire family has been involved at the FOA for many years. For
them, it has been a place to make wonderful memories and
lifelong friends.

Ella Scott, Prop Master
Ella Scott is a sophomore at Arkansas State University. She is a
long time member of The Foundation of Arts and has enjoyed
working both on and off stage. She has participated in several
shows here including Mary Poppins, Anastasia, West Side
Story, and Footloose; as well as assistant directing 101
Dalmatians Kids this past summer.



Meet the Creative TeamMeet the Creative Team

Ava is a local artist and FOA regular who has participated in
numerous shows as well as lending her amazing painting skills
to the set creation. She has assisted with stage art for several
productions including Mean Girls Jr., Secret Garden: Spring
Version, Mary Poppins, Addams Family, and Elf the Musical JR.
With a keen eye for detail and a passion for bringing stories to
life through her art, Ava's contributions have played a vital role
in creating immersive experiences for audiences here at the
FOA.

Ava Inman, Scenic Artist

James graduated Southern Arkansas University in the year of
2022. He moved to Jonesboro in 2023 and found The Foundation
of Arts not long after his arrival. James has served as Technical
Assistant for over 25 Productions! One of his favorite sets that
he worked on was Charlotte’s Web. He believes that theater is a
powerful medium for storytelling and is committed to using his
talents to enhance each narrative told on stage.

James Rich, Set/Lighting Design & Construction 

Joe has served as Technical Director and Scenic & Lighting
Designer for more than 70 productions. Besides enhancing the
quality of FOA productions,  Joe is no stranger to the stage
himself and has occasionally served as music director for a
handful of productions. He is a musician and songwriter and
has even had the pleasure of contributing original music to
complement stories told on stage. Joe serves the FOA full-time
as Creative Director leading our financial and technical
operations.

Joe Carr, Creative Director & Construction



The Cast

“Froggy” LeSueur….....................…Lorenzo Balderas

 

Charlie Baker…...................................................…Russ Pierce

 

Betty Meeks…............................................…Meridith Pierce

 

Rev. David Marshall Lee….........…Damon Wright

Catherine Sims…................................................…Dana Bruff 

Owen Musser…....................................................…Luke Sample 

Ellard Sims…...................................................…Colton Bruff 
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About This Show

Charlie Baker is a shy man who pretends to be a non-English-
speaking foreigner at a rural Georgia fishing lodge to escape his
problems, only to find himself caught in a plot involving a bigoted
property inspector, a mysterious fiancée, and a plan to bring down
the local Ku Klux Klan, all while discovering his own voice with
help from the lodge owner Betty, and the simple-minded Ellard,
leading to hilarious misunderstandings and a surprising victory
over bigotry

IntermissionIntermission

Act 1Act 1

Scene 1: Evening

Scene 2: The Following Morning 

Scene 1: Evening

Scene 2: The Following Morning 

Act 2Act 2

Scene 1: Afternoon, Two days later

Scene 2: That Evening

Scene 1: Afternoon, Two days later

Scene 2: That Evening



Director’s Note

The Foreigner has a place in my heart because it was a

show I acted in early in my career.  Much like now, the

cast loved each other and felt as though we would always

be in one another’s lives.  Three decades ago is a long

time, but in some ways it seems like yesterday because

though I don't regularly talk to anyone in the previous

cast, there is still a bond we have from the belly laughs

and experiences we shared.  Makes me wonder if this cast

will be the same way.  I expect so. 

People who do theatre, especially those who understand

the full nature of the art, share a bond that is quite

unique.  And these seven dear ones are certainly that.  

I hope you enjoy the love and silliness in this show.

Blessings - and stay warm.
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Special Thanks

Damon Wright

Meridith Pierce

Ella Scott

Rebecca Orr

James Rich

Kevin Pulliam

Dana Bruff

Damon Wright

Meridith Pierce

Ella Scott

Rebecca Orr

James Rich

Kevin Pulliam

Dana Bruff



Stage, Too

Visit foajonesboro.org or scan to learn more about Stage, Too!Visit foajonesboro.org or scan to learn more about Stage, Too!

Stage, Too weekends

Stage, Too weekends
Location: 330 S Main St      Hours: Fri & Sat 6-10       Events start @ 7:00Location: 330 S Main St      Hours: Fri & Sat 6-10       Events start @ 7:00

2/6 The Foreigner ($20 admission)

2/7 The Foreigner ($20 admission)

2/13 “Acoustic Friday”- Adam Barnard @ 7:00

2/14
Galentines: Ceramic Heart Bouquet Workshop hosted by
Field & Light Design Co @ 1:00

2/20 “Acoustic Friday”- Dandelioness @ 7:00

2/21 The Word Play Cafe @ 6:00

2/27 “Acoustic Friday”- Delta Bruise @ 7:00

2/28 Karaoke Night @ 7:00

February 2026

ATTENTION MEMBERS AND GUESTS!
Free events every Friday & Saturday sponsored by:



Foundation of Arts Staff

Stephanie Epps

Joe Carr

Meridith Pierce

Anna Ganong

Jillian Laboy

James Rich

Aubrey DeFries

Isabel Viala

Ava Inman

Arts Center Instructors
Aaliyah Spengler

Addie Escue
Anna Ganong

Anna Marie Wyatt
Annabelle Escue

Annie Clark-Roberts

Ariel Avery
David Mason
Emma King
Isabel Viala

Jessica Maddox

Kasen Erickson
LeeAnn King

Maranda Nichols
Mallory Anderson

Matt E. Ball
Shawna Mann

 Board of Directors
Russ Pierce / Maranda Nichols / Rob Spencer / Hans Hacker / Amanda Herget

Personnel & Education
Lesle Allen / Rebecca Orr / Russ Pierce / Janea Spades

Finance
Doug Maglothin / Rob Spencer

Development & Advocacy
Hans Hacker: Advocacy Chair

Lorenzo Balderas / Maranda Nichols / Rebecca Orr / Nancy Owens
Nominating

Lesle Allen / Maranda Nichols
Governance

Maranda Nichols / Janea Spades

Committees



Why Support the Foundation of Arts?

• We believe that engaging in the arts grows people and unites
community 

• We help people, and each other, learn discipline, teamwork,
creativity, and focus through arts experiences - which arms them
for success in any field
 
• We provide disciplined creative arts study and experiences
trying our best to enable everyone to learn, regardless of their
ability to pay

• We are a place for children and adults to participate in goal-
oriented arts-study, in a non-competitive and technique-based
environment 

• We serve at least 500 families per week through arts education,
theatre, and outreach activities

• We offer community theatre with ten different productions per
year including The Nutcracker Ballet, musical theatre, and
children’s theatre 

• We stand alone as an arts organization in Northeast Arkansas
that provides live theatre at relatively low ticket prices for
thousands of patrons each year—and a Pay What You Can
performance for each show so that everyone can grow from live
theatre 

• We work with adults and children with disabilities through the
arts, allowing them the opportunity to perform annually on stage 

• We bring an annual count of 65,000 trips into downtown 
Jonesboro for our community 

• We need your support—ticket sales and class tuition support
only about half of what it takes to serve Northeast Arkansas and
the more than 20,000 people we positively affect annually 

• WE ARE YOUR COMMUNITY!



Professional Affiliations

Support for The Foundation of Arts is provided, in part,
by the Arkansas Arts Council, an agency of the
Department of Arkansas Heritage, and the National
Endowment for the Arts.

Funding for advertising and promotion of The Foundation
of Arts, its programs, and its events is provided, in part, by
The Advertising and Promotions Commission of Jonesboro.

The Foundation of Arts, Forum Theater and The Arts
Center are licensed under federal law by SESAC, Inc.
55 Music Square East
Nashville, TN 37203.

The Foundation of Arts, Forum Theater and The Arts
Center are licensed under federal law by BMI, Inc.
10 Music Square East
Nashville, TN 37203.

The Foundation of Arts, Forum Theater and The Arts
Center are licensed under federal law by ASCAP.
2675 Paces Ferry Road, SE, Suite 350
Atlanta, GA 30339.

The Foundation of Arts is a member of Jonesboro Regional
Chamber of Commerce, American Association of
Community Theatre, Arkansas Community Theatre
Association, Americans for the Arts, Association for Fund
Raising Professionals, and Arkansas Coalition for
Excellence.

This performance has been legally licensed and all
associated rights and royalties have been paid in full by The
Foundation of Arts. Under strict penalty of law (punishable
by steep fines, revocation of license, and/or imprisonment),
no part of this production, nor any implications or
representations of this production, can be reproduced for
public, private, profitable, charitable, or other purposes.



FOA & The City of Jonesboro

The Foundation of Arts
&

the City of Jonesboro 
are proud to partner in improving the

Arts in Northeast Arkansas!



AD

Thank you

 M.G. Meyering 
& 

Interiors By Design
 for the fantastic updates

to our Arts Center!



Supporting the FOA

Make a financial gift:

2 High-Back Executive Leather Office Chairs
RUBBERMAID High-Capacity Cleaning Cart stocked with
supplies
8 LIFETIME 8-foot rectangle folding table(s)
10 LIFETIME 6-foot round folding table(s)

Donate an item from our WISHLIST:

Scan the QR code or visit
foajonesboro.org/giving to make a one-time
or recurring gift. Every donation is valuable in
sustaining our organization and helping us
create more opportunities for our community
to experience the arts. 

Non-slip hangers
Large pieces of un-sewn
fabric for costume shop
8-foot dimensional
lumber (2x4s, 2x6s, 1x4s,
1x3s, 1x2s)

2-inch paint brushes
Paint rollers and covers
Art Supplies: acrylic paints,
canvases, foam boards, sketch
pads, etc.
Office Supplies: post-it notes,
ink pens, etc.

We always welcome donations of...

Log in to your account at Kroger.com. 
Locate the section titled Community
Rewards. 
Search "Foundation of Arts" (organization
#WP291). Shop as normal and the FOA gets
a donation! 

Support us while you SHOP:



Thank You to our Generous Donors!

Renee Brady
Dorine Deacon
Nancy Owens

Dr. Brannon & Suzy Treece
Southern Bank
Golden Grotto

Barry & Lisa Tedder

Corinth Coca-Cola Bottling Works
Exchange Club of Jonesboro

Wally & Rebecca Orr
Kitty Sloan

United Way of NEA
Russ & Meridith Pierce
Cory & Stephanie Epps

ADVOCATES ($1,000+)

A & P Commission
Don & Lynn Parker

Joe Clay & Pam Young

STARS ($20,000+)

Arkansas Arts Council
Hytrol Conveyor Company

Ted & Amanda Herget
Don & Hannah Howard

CHAMPIONS ($10,000+)

PARTNERS ($5,000+)
Arvest Bank
Chad Niell

Joe & Lauryn Carr
First Community Bank
Swept Away Janitorial

Mona & James King Parikh
NEA Baptist Clinic Hospital

St. Bernards Healthcare & Medical Group
University of Arkansas

RightFiber

ENTHUSIASTS ($2,500+)
Inspire Internet

Ramson’s Construction
First National Bank

Lost Pizza
MG & Conley Ferguson-Meyering

Maranda Nichols
Kevin & Kristi Pulliam
Suzanne Christenson
Max & Jennifer Dacus



Thank You to our Generous Donors!

FRIENDS($249      )
Charles & Paula Cottam
Sharon Spence Langley

Faye Haney
Matt Silas Architect

Bud & Nancy Melton
Carter Patteson

Sarah Brown
Mary J. Wheeler
Jeanna Volner

Jami Nash
Cameron Phillips

Debbie Haas

Louis & Linda Clarke
Dillon Davis

Erin Frangenberg
Soumyasri Kambhatla

Carin McClung
Louis & Cathi Nisenbaum

Nathan Sammons
Nicole Scott

Hunter Young
Rose Bruton

Suzanne Bushong

SUSTAINERS ($500+)
Lorenzo Balderas

Cynergy
Blane & Susanne Hurt

Kroger
Ryan & Kelli Listenbee
Ryan & Angela Moore

Michael Polk

ARKids
Harold Copenhaver

Zach & Amanda Fahlberg
Shane Smith

NEA Baptist Auxiliary
Emily Strode

Lynn Yarbrough

ASSOCIATES ($250+)
Jimmy Adcox

American Online Giving Foundation
Gearhead Outfitters

Jeremy & Amanda Escue
Stephanie Maloney

Scott & Taura McDaniel
Linda Rahrle

Frankie & Lisa Turner

Jeff & Jessica Epps
Bob & Margaret Holloway

Kristi Leasure
Judy Pierce

David & Janice Kroeter
Charles & Beverly Parker

Kim Edens
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In the pursuit, and execution, of our
mission statement, KLEK holds true to

the following core values:

Engaging the community through consistent presence and

outreach;

Enhancing the quality of life of our community through

educational, cultural, entertainment, and community affairs

programs;

Facilitating conversations to nurture and empower young

minds of the community;

Treating all stakeholders with dignity and respect;

Conducting ourselves with the highest ethics and integrity.
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“Without art, the crudeness
of reality would make the

world unbearable.”
-George Bernard Shaw-

Proudly Supports
the Arts



AD



AD



AD



Ad



AD



AD

906 Southwest Dr.,Suite A 
Jonesboro, AR 72401

3410 E. Johnson
Jonesboro, AR 72401

Sun-Thu: 10:30AM-9PM Fri-
Sat:10:30AM-10PM

(870) 520-6227
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Connecting people with the natural beauty of flowers

while infusing the journey with creativity and joy
Connecting people with the natural beauty of flowers

while infusing the journey with creativity and joy

DANCE SHOES
BALLET · TAP · JAZZ

CONTEMPORARY

APPAREL 
LEOTARDS · TOPS 

BOTTOMS · DRESSES

ACCESSORIES
BOWS · EARRINGS

TIGHTS · BAGS

Northeast Arkansas’ only 
local dance apparel company

GETONPOINTE.DANCE 
870.926.1320
2810 E. Highland Dr.

 



The Hytrol Stage

The Foundation of Arts is

proud to partner with

Hytrol to sponsor our stage

for the 2025-2026 season



Season Sponsors


